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calyx. . .”; de Wit (in Reinwardtia 3(4): 533-534.

1956) stated “...the calyx splits in Malaysian

specimens in the upper part into two lobes, one

consisting of two sepal-tops and the other of

three. In some cases, the five tops become free.”

He felt that the dimorphism might be connected

with the sexual nature of the flowers, but he had

not been able to demonstrate that the shape of

the calyx was correlated with the sex of the

flower. He further stated, “It is just possible that

in India the tops of the sepals become always

free and that this is connected with the flowers

being male, which is confirmed by a few

specimens from India which 1 was able to

examine”. In the course of my study. 1 have

observed that in the Indian specimens, the calyx

is five-lobed in the upper part in the female

flowers too. Thus, the shape of the calyx is

not correlated with the sexual nature of the

flowers.

In this connection, 1 would like to mention

that fully developed male flowers are rarely found

in herbarium specimens (see also de Wit in

Reinwardtia 3(4): 533. 1956) because they

remain attached to the pedicels just for a night

and start falling from the next morning. Thus,

during the flowering period, numerous fresh male

flowers are found scattered under the tree,

particularly in the morning hours.
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43. REDISCOVERYOF CEROPEGJAEVANSII McCANN,
ASCLEPIADACEAE, FROMMAHARASHTRA

( With one plate and one text-figure)

Ceropegia evansii McCann
(Asclepiadaceae) is an endemic and threatened

plant species. The species is known to occur only

from the hill ranges of the Western Ghats of

Maharashtra i.e. Khandala and the neighbouring

Sakarpathar-Ambavane range of Pune district

(Ansari 1984, Jagtap and Singh 1999).

The species was first described by McCann

from Khandala (1945). Santapau and Irani (1958,

1962) reported the species from the same hill

ranges. The species was collected on July 27, 1964

by B.V. Reddi (93331) from Ambavane and

deposited at the Botanical Survey of India (BSI).

About the occurrence, Santapau (1953)

noted that the species is “one of the commonest of

the Ceropegias in Khandala and is found abundant

on the lower slopes beiow Duke’s Nose.”

The species has disappeared very fast

from its type locality because of anthropogenic

problems and habitat destruction. It has not

been collected again from its type locality and

other areas after 1964. This might be due to

anthropogenic pressures and habitat destruction.

Ahmedullah and Nayar (1968) kept this

plant under the rare and endangered category

because of its localized distribution. In the red data

book, Nayar and Sastry (1987) gave “vulnerable”

status to the species. Almeida and Almeida ( 1 990)

have listed it as a threatened and endemic species.

Singh and Karthikeyan (2000), Mishra and Singh

(2000) have treated the species as critically

endangered. According to the latter, the number

of mature individuals in the wild is below 50. They

have also reported that in 1 997, a few plants were

noted at Amba Ghat (Yadav, pers. comm.). Tetali

et al. (2000) have treated it as vulnerable.

During routine botanical explorations, we

have collected C. evansii from Rajgad, a hill fort,

located in the Velhe taluka of Pune district in

Maharashtra State (Fig. 1) at an altitude of

850 m. The present report is a rediscovery of

C. evansii from a new locality other than
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Tetali, P. et al . : Ceropegia evansii McCann Plate 1

Fig. 1 : Ceropegia evansii McCann
a. Habit; b. Inflorescence; c. Single flower; d. Vertical section of flower showing corona

JOURNAL, BOMBAYNATURALHISTORY SOCIETY, 100(1), APR. 2003 163





MISCELLANEOUSNOTES

Fig. 1 : Distribution map of Ceropegia evansii McC.

the Ambavane hill ranges (14.viL200G Tetali,

s.m).

Wefound only one individual in the entire

locality, indicating extreme rarity of the species.

The present collection site is 100 km away from,

and southwest of the type locality.

The area where the specimen was collected

is a degraded hill slope. The plant was found

growing at the edge of a subtropical hill forest

among Lantana camara and Carissa congesta

bushes. The surrounding vegetation of the area

is dominated by a gregarious shrub Carvia

callosa. The area also seems to be the grazing

ground for village cattle. Dozens of stray cattle

were found grazing in the habitat. The cattle

eat the entire plant. Cowherds and stray cattle

appear to be a serious threat to the natural

populations.

Information with regard to ranges in

descriptions of certain morphological characters

observed in comparison to the earlier description

are as given below.

Twiners up to 3 m long (up to 2.7 m);

petioles up to 2.5 cm long (up to 1 cm long);

cymes consisting of few to many flowers, up to

13 (few flowered); peduncles up to 7.5 cm long

(long (sic))\ pedicels up to 1.3 cm long (up to

1 cm long); corolla 4.5 cm long (4 cm long).

Various parts of the plant are shown in Plate 1 to

facilitate identification.

The voucher specimens are deposited at the

Herbarium, Botanical Survey of India, Western

Circle, Pune (BSI), and Naoroji Godrej Centre

for Plant Research, Lawkim Ltd. Campus,

Shindewadi.

Acknowledgements

We are grateful to Mr. V.M. Crishna,

Director and Mr. D.G. Oak, Naoroji Godrej

Centre for Plant Research and also to the

Director, Botanical Survey of India and Deputy

Director, Botanical Survey of India, Western

Circle, Pune for facilities and support.

JOURNAL. BOMBAYNATURALHISTORYSOCIETY, 100(1), APR. 2003 165



MISCELLANEOUSNOTES

March 29, 2001 P. TETALI

SUJATA TETALI

Naoroji Godrej Centre for Plant Research,

Gate No. 431, “Lawkim Ltd.” Campus.

Shindewadi, Shirwal Post 412 801,

Satara district, Maharashtra, India.

Refer

Ahmedullah, M. & M.R Nayar(1986): Endemic Plants

of the Indian Region., BS1, Calcutta. Pp. 120.

Almeida, S.M. & M.R. Almeida (1990): Threatened

endemic plants of Maharashtra. In: Conservation in

Developing Countries: Problems and Prospects.

Proceedings of Centenary Seminar of the Bombay

Natural History Society (Ed.: Daniel, J.C. and J.S.

Serrao). Pp. 544-551.

Ansarl M.Y. ( 1 984): Asclepiadaceae: Genus - Ceropegia.

Ease. FI. Ind. 16: 1-34 spl. 4, figs. 18. Botanical

Survey of India, Howrah.

Jagtap, A.P. & N.P. Singh (1999): Asclepiadaceae &
Periplocaceae. Fasc. FI. India 24: 1-332, photo pi.

24, figs. 53. Botanical Survey of India, Calcutta.

McCann, C. (1945): New species of Ceropegia and the

synonymy of the Indian species. J. Bombay, nat. Hist.

Soc. 45: 209-211

.

Mishra, D.K. & N.P. Singh (2000): Status survey of

Endemic species of Ceropegia L. in Maharashtra.

In: Fligher plants of Indian subcontinent (Ed.: Gupta,

B.K). Indian J. For. series 1 1: 17-32. Bishen Singh
• > ..

P LAKSHMINARASIMHAN
P.V. PRASANNA
B.G. KULKARNI

Botanical Survey of India,

Western Circle, 7 Koregaon Road,

Pune 411 001, Maharashtra, India.

ENCES

Mahendra Pal Singh, Dehra Dun.

Nayar, M.P. & A.R.K. Sastry (Eds.) (1987): Red Data

Book of Indian plants. Vol. 1, pp. 54-55. Botanical

Survey of India, Calcutta.

Santapau, H. (1953): The FloraofKhandalaonthe Western

Ghats of India. Rec. Bot. Snrv. India pp. xxvii+396

map. figs. 3. (3
rcl Rev. Edn. 1967).

Santapau, FI. & N.A. Irani (1958): The genus Ceropegia

in Bombay. Bull. Bot. Soc. Beng. (Agharkar Mem.

Vol.) 12: 6-17, figs. 4.

Santapau. H. & N.A. Irani (1962): The Asclepiadaceae

; and Periplocaceae of Bombay. Univ. Bombay Bot.

Mem. 4: iv+1 1 8, tab. 12.

Singh, N.P. & S. Karthikeyan (Eds.) (2000): Flora of

Maharashtra State: Dicotyledons, Vol. 1

(Ranunculaceae to Rhizophoraceae). Pp. 87. 103.

Botanical Survey of India, Calcutta.

Tetali, P., Sujata Tetali, B.G. Kulkarni r.r al. (2000):

Endemic Plants of India (A Status report of

Maharashtra State). Pp. 31. Naoroji Godrej Centre

for Plant Research, Shindewadi.

Printed by Bro. Leo at St. Francis Industrial Training Institute, Borivli, Mumbai 400 103 and

published on July 17, 2003, by J.C. Daniel for Bombay Natural History Society,

Hornbill House, Dr. Salim Ali Chowk, Shaheed Bhagat Singh Road, Mumbai 400 023.


